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The Concept of the “New World”.
a. Reasons why America is not a “new world”.
The term "new world" is used to describe most parts of the western hemisphere and most specifically America. These parts of the world were called new world as they were believed to be a new discovery that had not been made by anybody else. This was however not the case, as other people had already discovered the land. As such, the reference of America as the "new world" is problematic. The term "new world' was first used by an explorer named Amerigo Vespucci who was writing to his friend Lorenzo di pier Francesco de' Medici in the spring of 1503. His letter contained the first documentation of the discovered land by European explorers. 
However, Christopher Columbus had first visited the continent of South America in 1498 on his third voyage (O'gorman, 1961). This indicates that Columbus had been to America before the Vespucci and hence this was not a new world at all. Vespucci always documented his work unlike Columbus hence his view of a new world was adopted. Also, during the first voyage by Christopher Columbus in 1492, he thought he was in Asia specifically India. This is because he met the original inhabitant of the land commonly referred to as the Indians and the areas in which Columbus explored called the West Indies. However a few years after the discovery by Columbus, it was discovered that the vast land masses to the west were not Asia. The whole new area was considered as the new world as far as the Europeans were concerned. This makes it inaccurate to consider America as a new world as it was already occupied.
b) The results and effects of Europeans viewing this land as New World.
According to Shi & Tindall, (2016), after the Europeans discovered the new world, they saw the need to exploit the vast wealth in the new territories that included crops like tobacco cotton and sugarcane. These lead to increased slavery in the new world as there was an increased need for the much-needed labor. Also, due to the intrusion by many European countries to exploit the new territories, it led to increased military conflicts between the new settlers. Increased trade between different countries in the new lands led to the land developing much faster unlike other European colonies in other continents. The Europeans who were Christians made it a priority to convert the indigenous Indians to Christianity and make it the dominant religion. 
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